Course Challenge EDUC& 130: Comprehensive Portfolio and Reflection-based Demonstration
Objective: 
To evaluate understanding and practical application of guiding behavior principles through a combination of practical evidence, written reflections, and scenario analyses.
Tasks:
Part 1: Case Study Analysis (Written Submission)
Task:  
Analyze three detailed case studies involving children exhibiting various behaviors. For each case, the student must:
1. Identify developmentally appropriate behaviors exhibited by the child.
2. Compare and contrast at least two different approaches to guiding behavior applicable to the scenario.
3. Recommend culturally responsive, respectful strategies to guide the child's behavior.
4. Describe how the environment supports attachment, social competency, and executive function.
5. Articulate strategies to promote the child's social/emotional development.
6. Outline how they would collaborate with families to support positive guidance.
Deliverables:  
A written report (3-4 pages), including references to developmental theories, guidance approaches (e.g., positive behavior supports, restorative practices), and culturally responsive practices.
Part 2: Demonstration of Interaction Skills (Video or Role-Play)
Task:  
The student records a video (or participates in a role-play with an instructor or peer) showing a modeled positive, respectful, and culturally responsive interaction with a child or a simulated child scenario. They should demonstrate:
1. Engaging in respectful communication.
2. Using strategies to guide behavior positively.
3. Responding to a child's emotional cues.
4. Applying culturally sensitive approaches.
Evaluation Criteria:  
The interaction will be assessed based on respectfulness, responsiveness, cultural competence, and effectiveness of guidance.

Part 3: Environmental Design Plan
Task:  
Create a visual or written plan for a classroom learning environment that supports attachment, social competence, and executive functioning. This may include:
1. Classroom layout suggestions.
2. Materials and activities promoting social-emotional skills.
3. Strategies for establishing routines and fostering a sense of safety and belonging.
Deliverables:  
A diagram, photos, or written description (2 pages).
Part 4: Reflection Essay
Task:  
1. Write a reflective essay (1-2 pages) on the student’s personal philosophy of guiding behavior, emphasizing:
2. Their understanding of developmentally appropriate behaviors.
3. Approaches to guiding behavior they believe are most effective.
4. The importance of culturally responsive practices.
5. Strategies they plan to use in engaging with families and supporting children’s social-emotional development.
Evaluation Criteria:
1. Demonstration of course outcomes through accurate analysis and application.
2. Clarity, professionalism, and insightfulness.
3. Use of developmental and guidance theories.
4. Cultural responsiveness and sensitivity.
Total Possible = 80
Grading Scale:
· A (90-100%): 72-80
· B (80-89%): 64-71
· C (70-79%): 56-63
· D (60-69%): 48-55 points
· F (<60%): 0-47
To successfully complete a course challenge, a threshold of 80% must be met. 

Case Studies for Part One:
Scenario 1: Infant/Toddler (Approx. 12-18 months)
Situation:  
An infant in a daycare is crying loudly and pulling away when caregivers attempt to engage them with a favorite toy. The caregiver notices the infant is avoiding eye contact and appears distressed. This behavior occurs during a new activity in a different room.
Questions for Analysis: 
1. What developmentally appropriate behaviors is this infant exhibiting?  
2. Compare at least two approaches to guiding the child's behavior in this situation.  
3. What culturally responsive, respectful strategies could the caregiver use to comfort and re-engage the infant?  
4. How can the environment support attachment and emotional regulation for this infant?  
5. What activities or strategies might promote the infant’s social/emotional development in this context?  
6. How can caregivers collaborate with the infant’s family regarding comforting and attachment strategies?

Scenario 2: Preschooler (Ages 3-4)
Situation:  
A preschooler refuses to share toys with peers during free play, becoming upset and yelling at others who try to take the toys. The child shows difficulty calming down after the incident, and the teacher notices the child sometimes avoids group activities.
Questions for Analysis:  
1. Identify the developmentally appropriate behaviors the child is demonstrating.  
2. Compare and contrast two approaches the teacher could use to guide the child's behavior in this situation.  
3. What culturally responsive strategies might be effective to address the child's feelings and peer interactions?  
4. How can the learning environment be structured to promote attachment, social skills, and executive function?  
5. What strategies could be implemented to promote the child's social/emotional competence?  
6. How should the teacher work with the child’s family to support positive guidance?


Scenario 3: School-Age Child (Ages 6-8)
Situation:  
A second-grader is repeatedly disruptive during math class, talking out of turn and making jokes at the expense of others. The teacher notices the child is seeking additional attention and seems frustrated or disengaged during other parts of the day.
Questions for Analysis:  
1. What developmentally appropriate behaviors is this child displaying?  
2. Compare two different approaches to guiding the child's behavior academically and socially.  
3. What culturally responsive and respectful strategies could the teacher employ to support the child's needs?  
4. How can the classroom environment support the child's executive functioning and social competence?  
5. What methods might help the child improve their social/emotional skills?  
6. How can the teacher engage with the child's family to promote positive behavior and social development?
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